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DETAILED ACTION 

This action is in response to papers filed on July 28, 2008. 
Claims 1-4, 14-17, 23, 26, 28, and 29 have been amended. 
Claim 30 has been cancelled. 
Claims 1-29 are pending. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, 
manufacture, or composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement 
thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

2. To be considered statutory, claimed subject matter requires four things: 

(1) the claimed subject matter must lie within the ambit of the four classes 
of statutory subject matter enumerated in 35 U.S.C. 101 , those being any new 
and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, 

(2) the claimed subject matter must not fall within any of the three 
categories of statutory subject matter exceptions enumerated by the courts, 
those being, in the absence of any practical application: abstract ideas, laws of 
nature, and natural phenomena; 

(3) any practical application of one of the three otherwise nonstatutory 
categories of exceptions must not preempt the underlying abstract ideas, laws of 
nature, or natural phenomena by foreclosing others from substantially all other 
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practical applications of the same abstract ideas, laws of nature, or natural 
phenomena; and, 

(4) any practical application of one of the three otherwise nonstatutory 
categories of exceptions must be evidenced in at least one of two possible ways: 

(a) by transforming an article or physical object to a different state or 
thing; or, 

(b) by otherwise producing any useful, concrete, and tangible result. 
SeeMPEP §2106(IV). 

3. Claims 1-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 1-30 fail to satisfy 
the fourth, and thus the second, requirements for statutory subject matter 
eligibility because they are considered to be drawn merely to the production 
and/or manipulation of non-functional descriptive material, effecting no "useful, 
concrete, and tangible result." It has been held that such claims, even if the non- 
functional descriptive material is claimed in combination with a computer- 
readable medium, are considered to comprise non-statutory subject matter, for 
merely manipulating an abstract idea. In re Lowry, 32 USPQ2d 1031 (Fed. Cir. 
1994). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
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be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

2. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 
148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for 
determining obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at 
issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

3. Claims 1-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Arsanjani ("Service Provider: A Domain Pattern and its 
Business Framework Implementation") in view of Shi et al. ("A survey of 
manufacturing flexibility: Implications for e-business flexibility") (hereafter 
referred to as Shi) . 

In regards to Claim 1, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system comprising: 
identifying one or more domains, each said domain identifying a functional area 
to consider when designing the e-business system, and comprising a list of one 
or more patterns that identify software components associated with the domain; 
generating an intermediate set of patterns having selected patterns from said one 
or more domains; and combining patterns in said intermediate set of patterns to 
produce a multi-domain pattern, said multi-domain pattern defining components 
of said e-business system, (page 1 and page 6) 
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Arsanjani does not explicitly disclose hardware components in conjunction 
with the software components, however Shi teaches the building of e-business 
solutions through the linking of isolated domains that take advantage of hardware 
and software technology advances, (page 2, U 2 and 3, shows that process 
takes advantage of hardware and software advances, and that the flexibility 
created by those advances is used in creating new business models by 
linking isolated domains) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to have modified the system of Arsanjani so as to have included 
the building of e-business solutions through the linking of isolated domains that 
take advantage of hardware and software technology advances taught by Shi in 
order to increase efficiency and ease of use in creating e-business systems by 
incorporating both hardware and software aspects into one building process, 
since doing so could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary 
skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 
In regards to Claim 2, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
selected patterns are selected according to a first set of one or more criterion, 
(page 1 and page 6) 

In regards to Claim 3, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system further 
comprising progressively refining said intermediate set of patterns according to a 
second set of one or more criterion, (page 1 and page 6) 
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In regards to Claim 4, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
second set of one or more criterion is narrower than said first set of one or more 
criterion, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 5, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein one of 
said domains comprises a security domain, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 6, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein one of 
said domains comprises a functional domain, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 7, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein one of 
said domains comprises a performance domain, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 8, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
one or more patterns having domain specific information comprise business 
security patterns. 

In regards to Claim 9, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
one or more patterns having domain specific information comprise eBusiness 
patterns, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 10, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system further 
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comprising storing said intermediate set of patterns in a database, (page 1 and 
page 6) 

In regards to Claim 11, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system further 
comprising implementing said e-business system according to said multi-domain 
pattern, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 12, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
multi-domain pattern defines one or more hardware components in said e- 
business system, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 13, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
multi-domain pattern defines one or more software components in said e- 
business system, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 14, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system comprising: 
identifying a plurality of domains, each said domain identifying a functional area 
to consider when designing the e-business system, and comprising a list of one 
or more patterns that identify software components associated with the domain; 
selecting a first set of patterns from one or more said domains based on a first 
set of one or more criterion; selecting a second set of patterns from said first set 
of patterns based on a second set of one or more criterion, said second set of 
one or more criterion being narrower in scope than said first set of one or more 
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criterion; and generating a multi-domain pattern based on said second set of 
patterns, said multi-domain pattern defining one or more software components 
for one or more of the domains of said e-business system, (page 1 and page 6) 

Arsanjani does not explicitly disclose hardware components in conjunction 
with the software components, however Shi teaches the building of e-business 
solutions through the linking of isolated domains that take advantage of hardware 
and software technology advances, (page 2, U 2 and 3, shows that process 
takes advantage of hardware and software advances, and that the flexibility 
created by those advances is used in creating new business models by 
linking isolated domains) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to have modified the system of Arsanjani so as to have included 
the building of e-business solutions through the linking of isolated domains that 
take advantage of hardware and software technology advances taught by Shi in 
order to increase efficiency and ease of use in creating e-business systems by 
incorporating both hardware and software aspects into one building process, 
since doing so could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary 
skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 
In regards to Claim 15, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein one of 
said first and second set of one or more criterion comprises set of one or more 
criterion representative of a customer's requirements, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 16, Arsanjani discloses: 
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A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein one of 
said first and second set of one or more criterion comprises criteria 
representative of industry regulations, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 17, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system comprising 
storing said first and second set of one or more criterion in a database, (page 1 
and page 6) 

In regards to Claim 18, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system further 
comprising storing said first and second sets of patterns in said database after 
said first and second sets of patterns are selected, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 19, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein 
selecting a first set of patterns from one or more said domains comprises 
displaying potential conflicts between said patterns in said first set of patterns, 
(page 1 and page 6) 

In regards to Claim 20, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein 
generating said multi-domain pattern comprises combining said second set of 
patterns, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 21, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system wherein 
combining said second set of patterns comprises associating components of said 
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second set of patterns in a file stored in a database, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 22, Arsanjani discloses: 

A method of designing and building an e-business system further 
comprising implementing said e-business system according to said multi-domain 
pattern, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 23, Arsanjani discloses: 

A system for designing and building an e-business system comprising: a 
server; a database communicatively linked to said server; and a controller 
communicatively linked to said server and said database, said controller adapted 
to: display one or more domains to a user, wherein each said domain identifyies 
a functional area to consider when designing the e-business system, and 
includes a list of one or more patterns that identify software components 
associated with the domain; generate an intermediate set of patterns having 
selected patterns from said one or more domains according to a predetermined 
set of one or more criterion; and combine patterns in said intermediate set of 
patterns to produce a multi-domain pattern that defines one or more software 
components for one or more of the domains of the e-business system, (page 1 
and page 6) 

Arsanjani does not explicitly disclose hardware components in conjunction 
with the software components, however Shi teaches the building of e-business 
solutions through the linking of isolated domains that take advantage of hardware 
and software technology advances, (page 2, U 2 and 3, shows that process 
takes advantage of hardware and software advances, and that the flexibility 
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created by those advances is used in creating new business models by 
linking isolated domains) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to have modified the system of Arsanjani so as to have included 
the building of e-business solutions through the linking of isolated domains that 
take advantage of hardware and software technology advances taught by Shi in 
order to increase efficiency and ease of use in creating e-business systems by 
incorporating both hardware and software aspects into one building process, 
since doing so could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary 
skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

In regards to Claim 24, Arsanjani discloses: 

A system for designing and building an e-business system further 
comprising a workstation communicatively linked to said server and said 
database, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 25, Arsanjani discloses: 

A system for designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
controller is further adapted to display potential conflicts between said selected 
patterns, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 26, Arsanjani discloses: 

A system for designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
controller is further adapted to store said predetermined set of one or more 
criterion in said database, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 27, Arsanjani discloses: 
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A system for designing and building an e-business system wherein said 
controller is further adapted to store said intermediate set of patterns in said 
database, (page 1 and page 6) 
In regards to Claim 28, Arsanjani discloses: 

A controller configured to: display one or more domains to a user, wherein 
each said domain identifies a functional area to consider when designing an e- 
business system, and includes one or more patterns that identify software 
components associated with the domain; generate an intermediate set of 
patterns having selected patterns from said one or more domains according to a 
first set of one or more criterion; and combine patterns in said intermediate set of 
patterns to produce a multi-domain pattern that one or more software 
components for one or more of the domains of the e-business system, (page 1 
and page 6) 

In regards to Claim 29, Arsanjani discloses: 

A controller configured wherein said controller is further adapted to 
progressively refine said intermediate set of patterns according to a second set of 
one or more criterion, said second set of one or more criterion being narrower 
than said first set of one or more criterion, (page 1 and page 6) 
Arsanjani does not explicitly disclose hardware components in conjunction with 
the software components, however Shi teaches the building of e-business 
solutions through the linking of isolated domains that take advantage of hardware 
and software technology advances, (page 2, U 2 and 3, shows that process 
takes advantage of hardware and software advances, and that the flexibility 
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created by those advances is used in creating new business models by 
linking isolated domains) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of 
the invention, to have modified the system of Arsanjani so as to have included 
the building of e-business solutions through the linking of isolated domains that 
take advantage of hardware and software technology advances taught by Shi in 
order to increase efficiency and ease of use in creating e-business systems by 
incorporating both hardware and software aspects into one building process, 
since doing so could be performed readily and easily by any person of ordinary 
skill in the art, with neither undue experimentation, nor risk of unexpected results. 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed July 28, 2008 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

I. Rejection of Claims 1-22 under 35 U.S.C. §101 

Applicant argues that the method claims are statutory because "domains" 
and "patterns" incorporate technology components (i.e. hardware and software). 
However, the material that links "domains" and "patterns" to technology 
components is not contained in the positively claimed material. Therefore, the 
steps such as "identifying", "generating", "selecting" and "combining" could be 
performed by a purely mental process. 

II. Rejection of Claims 1-29 under 35 U.S.C. §102 
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Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-29 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Shaun Sensenig whose telephone number is 
(571 ) 270-5393. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 
7:30 to 5:00 ET. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571)272-6812. The fax 



Application/Control Number: 10/775,643 Page 15 

Art Unit: 3629 

phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

IS. SJ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3629 
October 3, 2008 



/John G. Weiss/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3629 



